Global II – The Aztecs 






Name: ____________________
[image: image9.jpg](s

VALLEY OF TENOCHTITLAN, AS SEEN BY CORTEZ.
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Document #4
Chiapas of the Aztecs
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Writing – Answer the following question in a paragraph or two using the documents and class lecture. 
	How did the Aztecs build a powerful Empire?

	


Global II – Topic: The Aztec                                                                               Name: ____________________
The Aztec Capital of Tenochtitlan

     Tenochtitlan, the capital of the Aztec Empire, amazed the 16th century conquistadors. Not only was it bigger than European cities at the time – its 1519 population numbered 250,000 – it was also more advanced in design than most of them. 

     Tenochtitlan had developed from two early Aztec settlements built on a marshy lake Texcoco. As their villages grew into a great city, the Aztecs built causeways (raised bridge highways) to connect it to the shores of the lake. They drained the marsh and planted floating gardens called Chiapas. They built a dike (wall against water) to protect the city from flooding. Since the lake was too muddy to supply drinking water, they constructed an aqueduct to bring pure water from faraway springs. This water also supplied fountains that ornamented the city parks.

     The people who planned the city gave Tenochtitlan a convenient and logical layout. Its streets and canals formed a grid pattern. They ran past public squares, marketplaces and residential areas, which contained small houses. At the center of the city was a walled area containing temples schools, and priests houses. 

     The picture below shows a reconstruction of the walled central plaza as it probably looked to the conquistadors. The great pyramid at the left of the picture was the temple of the war god. At the center of the plaza is a platform where prisoners of war were sacrificed. A wall of thousands of their skulls is seen in the background. The flat roofed buildings on ether side of the temple were royal palaces. The structures in the central plaza included the stadium where the ritual Aztec ball game was played. Sometimes, the losers of the game were sacrificed to the gods. 
     The Spaniards’ admiration of Tenochtitlan did not prevent them from tearing it down once they conquered the Aztecs. They built a new capital, Mexico City, on it’s ruins. Once it was thought that the Spanish had completely erased the ancient city. Recently, however , archaeologists have uncovered the remains of a great Aztec temple.
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Views of the Aztec Capital of Tenochtitlan

What types of buildings are in the center of the city?














The Spanish explorers were amazed by this city. Why do you think they were so impressed?














“The Aztecs built a very advanced civilization in Mexico.” Based on the picture, list as many examples as you can of an advanced civilization.














How is this city similar to modern cities? Give 3 examples. 














