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CHINA AFTER MAO ZEDONG

DENG XIAOPING

Mao Zedong died in 1976. As is the case in all dictatorships, after the death of the leader,
there is a struggle to determine who the new leader will be. In the case of China, the new

leader was Deng Xiaoping.

Deng’s primary changes took place in economics and in the social structure of the nation.
He planned to modernize agriculture, industry and defense. The production of food
became the nation’s highest goal. In order to convince peasants to produce more food,
Deng introduced incentives to peasants. Many communes were ended and families were
given land to farm. In addition, small private businesses were permitted in the cities,
which would be owned by individuals. This new freedom in economics led to ideas of
freedom in government. In the spring of 1989, thousands of pro-democracy students
demonstrated in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square. As the world watched, Premier Li Peng
ordered tens of thousands of Chinese troops into the Square to break up the
demonstrations. Many students were killed; others were executed after brief trials. Still
other, were imprisoned or never heard from again. “The Tiananmen Square massacre”

showed the world hoe brutal the Chinese government could be toward its people.

Questions for discussion.
Directions: Answer the following questions based on the reading.

1. Discuss how Deng Xiaoping tried to modernize China.

2. How did Deng’s policies differ from those of Mao Zedong?

3. Why was the world shocked by the Tiananmen Square Massacre?





