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[image: image3.png]The following scene is based upon the life of Matatma Gandhi, a leader in India's struggle for
independence from British rule. The scene begins in 1930 at Gandhi's "March to the Sea".

The British had a monopoly on India's salt industry and were able to charge whatever prices they wanted.
Gandhi marched with thousands of followers to the ocean. They intended to take salt water and let it
evaporate, leaving the salt behind. The British rulers did not want to allow Gandhi to do this. Here Gandhi
faces off with a British Army officer, Major Owens.

Gandpi- WE ARE INDIANS. ARE WE NOT ENTITLED TO USE OUR VERY OWN INDIAN
NATURAL RESOURCES, SUCH AS SALT?

Major Owens- YOU ARE UNDER BRITISH RULE AND THE LAW CLEARLY STATES THAT YOU
MUST BUY SALT ONLY FROM BRITISH SALT SUPPLIERS. ‘

Gandbi- 1S THIS A JUST AND MORAL LAW? TO REFUSE INDIANS ACCESS TO THEIR OWN
NATURAL RESOURCES?

Major Owens- THAT IS UNIMPORTANT. WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS THAT YOU OBEY THE LAW,

Gandhb:- IT IS AN IMMORAL AND UNJUST LAW AND MY FOLLOWERS AND I REFUSE TO
OBEY UNJUST LAWS.

Gandhi- MY FOLLOWERS AND I PRACTICE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE. WE REFUSE TO FOLLOW
UNJUST LAWS. WE WILL PEACEFULLY MARCH IN PROTEST. WE WILL GO ON HUNGER
STRIKES. WE WILL HAVE SIT-INS. WE WELL REFUSE TO OBEY THIS LAW UNTIL. THE
INJUSTICE OF BRITISH RULE IS REMOVED. INDIA MUST BE FREE. WE CAN NO LONGER
REMAIN A COLONY OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE

Major Owens- THEN YOU WILL SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES.
Gandbi- OUR PHILOSOPHY OF PASSIVE RESISTANCE REQUIRES US TO WILLINGLY

ACCEPT THE RESULTS OF OUR ACTIONS. WE REFUSE TO OBEY UNJUST LAWS BUT WE
WILL NOT RESORT TO VIOLENCE OF ANY KIND.
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a) civil disobedience

b) passive resistance

. What was Gandhi’s ultimate goal?

. According to Gandhi, why did Indian people have the right to break the
law?

. What famous American followed the philosophy of Gandhi?

. If you were on the jury, would you find Gandhi innocent or guilty of
breaking the law? Why?

. Was Gandhi a hero or a coward for using passive resistance?




