Goals of the Inca Government


The lands ruled by the Incas formed what we call an empire. An empire consists of formerly independent peoples who have been brought under the rule of one government. 


The shape of the Incan Empire was both very narrow and very long. It stretched along the Pacific Coast of South America for about 2,500 miles. On the one hand, the Incan Empire was a spectacular achievement. The king who ruled this monarchy created a strong system for maintaining order. On the other hand, 6,000,000 Indians under Inca control were treated almost as slaves. They were allowed very little personal freedom and were forced to do what ever the government said they should do.

The Incan Emperor had total power. They had legislative power to make laws for the empire. They had executive power to direct officials, such as the police, and make sure  that laws are obeyed. They also had judicial power and judged the guilt or innocence of accused lawbreakers. The Inca monarch possessed all three kinds of powers in which he implemented himself. When an emperor would die the empire would not be able to manage itself until a new emperor was appointed.

In his legislative role, the monarch was the empire’s only lawmaker. One of his laws was the rule for marriage. Incan men who remained single after their twentieth birthday were forced to marry. An Inca official would come into a village and order single women to line up against a wall. The single men of the village that were older than twenty would line up opposite of them. The official would point out which man was to marry which woman.


In his executive role, the Incan monarch commanded an army that put down rebellions, protected the empire from marauding armies and arrested lawbreakers. He also ordered officials to see that his royal highways were kept in good repair because the highways were essential in keeping the Empire united. The Inca would use relay runners to run these roads and spread news of things like rebellions, invasions and problems like famines or natural disasters. In order to provide welfare for the people the government built food storage houses all over the Empire to feed the populations in case of famine or other hardships. 

In his judicial role, the Inca monarch was the supreme judge of the empire. Political enemies were brought before him for trial. If found guilty, they were fed to beasts or snakes in the royal dungeon

The punishments for breaking Inca laws were harsh. Establishing order is a major goal of government. Laws are so important to keeping order that we often speak of “law and order” as if they were one thing.


To keep order, Inca rulers made laws about such crimes as killing, stealing, and destroying property. The penalties for breaking some of these laws may have seemed cruel. A common Inca punishment was to break a criminal’s back by dropping a heavy stone on him or her.

Inca men and women were not equal under the law. A husband could kill his wife without penalty if she was unfaithful to him and did not have to prove it, but if a wife was found guilty of killing her husband for the same reason, she was hung up by her heels in view of their neighbors. Dangling upside down, she would suffer agony for days until death finally came.
How did the Inca provide for the different roles of government? Give examples. One they did not provide for at all.
1. Unity 

2. Protection

3. Law and order

4. Justice

5. Welfare

6. Liberty

