Global II/IV – Topic: The Printing Press





Name: ________________

Directions: After reading the selection, answer each question in complete sentences.

The Printing Press Spreads New Ideas
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The use of paper and the development of printing had a revolutionary impact on the world of learning. Books could be produced more quickly and less expensively than before. Ideas spread rapidly through the printed word. Many of the newly printed books were religious works, such as the Bible and biographies of the Saints. Others dealt with subjects ranging from mining and medicine to philosophy and politics The impact of the printing press on European society was revolutionary. It might be compared to the combined impact of television and the computer in recent times. 


The first Europeans to use moveable type were some printers in Mainz, Germany, between 1440 and 1450. The most famous of them was Johann Gutenberg who printed a Bible around 1455.  The Bible was the first full-sized book printed with movable type. Printing spread quickly to other cities in Europe. Print shops opened in Rome, Venice and Paris between 1467 and 1470. By 1500 presses in about 250 cities had printed between 9 and 10 million books. For the first time, books were cheap enough that many Europeans could buy them. 

`
How did printing prepare the way for a religious revolution? First, many writers criticized the corruption of the Renaissance popes Erasmus, for example, wrote a savage satire about Pope Julius illustrated with woodcuts and engravings. In Germany, an artist named Albrecht Durer drew Jesus and other biblical figures as if they lived in a German town. His beautiful pictures deeply stirred people’s religious feelings.


Third, the printing press made the Bible available to all Christians who could read. When books were scarce, most Christians had depended completely on priests to interpret the Bible. After the Bible was printed, people could read it for themselves. Some, like Martin Luther, interpreted what thy read differently from the church. 


Fourth, with the printing press, new ideas spread more quickly than ever before. Remember the stack of books for which Luther stood trial at the Diet of Worms. The ideas in them were similar to earlier writings of John Wycliffe and Jon Huss. Luther’s books caused a revolution partly because so many people read them in a short time. With the printing press to spread a writer’s ideas the pen cold indeed be mightier than the sword. 

Questions: 

1. How did ideas spread throughout Europe?

2. What types of books were first printed?

3. The impact of the printing press is compared to what recent technological inventions?

4. Who invented the printing press?

5. Before the invention of the printing press, why were books so expensive? 

6. How did the printing of books affect the people’s view of the pope?

7. Who was Albrecht Durer?

8. Before the invention of the printing press, who interpreted the Bible? Why ?

9. In your own words, explain the phrase, “The pen is mightier than the sword”

10. Explain how the pen, rather than the sword, caused changes to occur with the Christian religion.
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