Global II/IV – Thematic Unit (Change) Information Revolutions.  

Jarrod McEntarfer
List of Aims:  
· How did the advent of writing advance society?

· How did the printing press impact society?

· How is digital media and the internet changing the society in which we live? 

Instructional Objectives:

· Describe how the information revolutions of the past and present have impacted societies socially, economically and politically around the world. 
Materials 

· PPT – Overview notes and  visual examples 
· Graphic Organizers and Guided Note Handouts 
· Frontline Episode – Digital Nation with Viewing Guide
· Artifact Handout (3 for each student)

· Computer Applications Blog (http://www.compute99.blogspot.com/)

· USA Today Articles

· Guided Readings (The Birth of Writing) (Impact of the Printing Press from Regents resource folder) 

Timeline: Four Days 

· Day 1. Writing

· Day 2. Printing 

· Day 3. The Internet 

· Day 4. Video (Digital Nation)
· Day 5. Culminating Project (Artifacts)
Topic Breakdown: 

· Birth of Writing (Video Clip – Guns Germs and Steel: The Advent of Writing)
· A History: Evolution of writing and general impact.
· Political – Hammurabi’s Code, Treaty of Kadesh, The Magna Carta

· Social – The Epic of Gilgamesh, Shakespeare, The Bible 

· Economic – Scribes, Sumerian Credit Cards, The Dooms Day Book

· The Printing Press

· A History: Diffusion from China and general impact

· Political – Newspapers, The Communist Manifesto, The Prince, Mass Propaganda
· Social – Increased Literacy, The Protestant Reformation (95 Theses), Public Libraries, 
· Economic – Printed Money,  Mass Advertising
· The Internet: (Video – Digital Nation)
· A History – General evolution of the Web and it’s impact

· Political – Revolutions (Arab Spring) Blogging, Cyber Terrorism 

· Social – Social Networking: Facebook, Gaming, Dating, Education

· Economic – Outsourcing on the Web, Spam, Online Shopping (Ebay, Amazon) 

· Culminating Project – Bring in an artifact from each of the information revolutions (Picture, Drawing or Real Deal) with a detailed description on its impact on society. 
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