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From the years 1185-1600, Japanese history was known as the Feudal Period. It helped change the way
Japanese society was structured. Read the following play and answer the questions that follow.

Cast of Characters

1) Ginzu 2)Sue Shi 3) Terry Aki  4)Sosue Me 5) General Tso

Terry Aki- I can’t believe how much rice I must give to Ginzu. There is barely enough left to feed
my family

Sue Shi- [ know. I must give almost 35% of my horseshoes and iron products to Ginzu also. It
doesn’t seem right that our hard work goes into his pockets.

Ginzu- Complain, complain. I$ that you do? Yes, Yyou must give me a portion of your crops, Terry
AKki, and your iron goods, Sue Shi. But in return, | put my life on the line in order to protect my
village from harm. You did not complain when I helped defeat the invading Mongols from
conquering us, did you?

Terry Aki- True. But is it fair that I have so little for myself and my family?

Sosue Me- (Enters in 2 hurry) Ginzu, you must assemble all of the warriors quickly. The evil
Mongols are once again preparing to attack our kingdom. Prepare to do battle with the hateful
Mongols.

Ginzu- Yeah, yeah, whatever. 1 think that [ am going to have my lunch first.

Sosue Me-What?!? Lunch first???? You and all those like you have sworn their obedience and
loyalty to me. If you do not obey me now, you will no longer be in charge of this village

Ginzu- | beg forgiveness. I will join the other warriors at once. Death to the Mongols!!!!!!

Sosue Me- These warriors are such a pain, always complaining. Ginzu controls this village, receives
food and goods from all of the villagers. And yet, he still complains about doing his job. He is just as
weak as that useless puppet we call an Emperor

General Tso- Sosue Me, have you assembied all of the warriors from your kingdom?

Sosue Me- Yes, General.

General Tso-For your sake, I hope so. For if I do not have your army of warriors in my palace and
ready to fight, YOU will suffer the consequences.

Sosue Me- General Tso, please do not threaten to take away my kingdom. Ginzu and all of the my
other warriors will be at you palace soon.

General Tso- | have given you your kingdom and I can take it away. Do not displease again. Now,
go!!! The vicious Mongols will be attacking anytime now.

Terry Aki- Wow. Sosue Me have to follow the same rules as [ do.

General Tso- We ALL do!!!
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. What did the Samurai owe the Daimyo?

. What did the Samurai receive for his service?
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4. What did the Daimyo have to provide for the Shogun?
5. What did the Shogun provide for the Daimyo?

Under feudalism, the Shogun gave to several lords (Daimyos) . In exchange, the Daimyos
provided the Shogun with . The gave control of villages to
in exchange for their military service to the Daimyos. The villagers gave

and to the Samurai in exchange for from attacking armies.

6. Would you want to live in a feudal society? Why?

7. What do WE, as citizens of America, owe our government?

8. Which part of the Japanese feudal society had it the worst? Why?




