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Why Did The Chinese Communist

Revolution Succeed?
The following is based upon the true story of STONE WALL VILLAGE in China.

Five men brought the Communist revolution to Stone Wall Village. Their job was to overturn
the political, social, and economic life in the village. The first step in doing so was to "struggle" against
the wealthy landowners and divide the land. The five men who came to the village to "overturn” it were
called CADRES (officials). When they arrived in the village, the put up signs announcing that every
village has the right to elect its own officials and that land rents and the interest rates that peasants were
being charged should be established fairly. There was no response from most of the people. Then they
called a meeting to explain their ideas but people still kept their mouths shut. The cadres then tried to
talk to the villagers individually but without any success.

Under these conditions, the cadre could not carry out their work, so they tried talking to the
poorest men in village in private. One peasant, Ma, revealed that his family had been poor tenant farmers
for the past hundred years, renting land and never having any of their own. Every year, he raised 8
bushels of wheat and had to give 4 bushels to landlord Wang. Ma could not afford medicine for his wife
who he feared was dying. Two years before, his father had died, and he had been too poor to afford a
“offin, so he wrapped his father in straw. Now Ma was 35, and he was poor, and it looked as if he would
always stay poor. "I guess I had a bad brain." replied Ma, explaining the reasons for his poverty. One of
the cadres would ask: "Are you poor because you had a bad brain or because your father left you no
land?" Ma-"I guess it is because my father left us no land," he replied. "Is that really the reason?" said
the cadres. "You pay 4 bushels of wheat to the landlord every year. Your family has rented land for 100
years. That is 400 bushels of wheat; if you had not given this wheat to the landlord, you would be rich.
the reason that you are poor is because you have been EXPLOITED BY THE LANDLORD.

They would talk like this for hours, and Ma finally agreed that he was exploited. For 15 days, the
cadres had 33 talks with Ma. Slowly, Ma began to convince other poor peasants to join the struggle
against the landlord Wang. Then suddenly a villager named Fortune Lee was found murdered. It seemed
that the landlord Wang had decided to draw first blood. At a lengthy meeting after Fortune Lee's
funereal, the villagers told each other stories of how landlord Wang had caused them suffering. Then
they decided: "Let's get him tonight". Using guns and hand grenades supplied by the cadres, they went to
landlord Wang's home and found him scared and shaking in an underground room.

Now the time had come for revenge. One man slapped Wand across the face. A low animal
moan came from the crowd and they leaped into action. The crowd was on him like beasts. A big farmer
swung his pig knife and plunged it directly into the landlord's heart. His body quivered. Even the trees
shook, and he slumped. But still the farmer drew his knife in and out again and again and again...

THE VILLAGE OF STONE WALL HAS BEEN OVERTURNED
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DIRECTIONS: Use the word bank below to fill in the correct answers below.

THE VILLAGE OF STONE WALL HAD BEEN OVERTURNED

1. Cadres 2. Peasants 3. Exploited 4. Quivered 5. Tenant 6. Bushels

1. were poor farmers.

2. ____means to shake violently in fear.

3. is someone who rents land.

4. were people who tried to spread communism.
5. refers to a specific amount of crops.

6. To be is to be taken advantage of.

Part I
Directions: Answer the following questions based on the reading.

1. Who owned most of the land in China before the Communist Revolution?

2. Why did Ma and his family live in poverty? (Use your own words)

3. How i1s communism similar to the deeds of Robin Hood?

4. Was the landlord a greedy lowlife or was he just trying to make a living? Explain your answer.




