World War II Events to put on Timeline. 
	September 1st 1939 – Germany invades Poland. Great Britain and France end their appeasement of Hitler and declare war on Germany. Stalin invades the eastern portion of Poland as dictated in the Nazi-Soviet Pact. 
	April  22nd 1945 – Hitler commits suicide as the Soviets attack the German capital of Berlin. Germany surrenders one month later.
	December 2nd 1941 (2) – Hitler begins systematic extermination of the Jews in concentration camps called “The Final Solution”. Six million Jews and two million other “undesirables” are killed in death camps like Auschwitz-Birkenau.

	October 1942 – British drive the Germans led by The Desert Fox, Erwin Rommel out of Egypt and back to their bases in Libya. U.S. troops land in North Africa and begin to slowly push the Axis forces out of Africa. After driving the Axis out of Africa the Allies invade Mussolini’s Italy the following year.  
	September 1940 (3) – Germany launches “The Blitz” also know as the Battle of Britain. German bombers attempt to bomb Britain into surrendering. At the same time they attempt to strangle Britain’s supplies using their U-boats (submarines) in the Battle of the Atlantic. 
	February 1943 – The Soviet Union delivers a crushing defeat to the German army at the Battle of Stalingrad. The Battle of Stalingrad is an enormous turning point in WWII. An entire German army freezes on the Russian Steppe and is destroyed. The Soviet Union begins to force the Germans out of Soviet territory.

	May 1940 – Germany launches Blitzkrieg (Lighting War) against the Netherlands and France. One month later the British evacuate their expeditionary force at Dunkirk and France surrenders to Hitler’s Germany.
	June 6th 1944 – U.S. British and Canadian forces launch Operation Overlord or D-Day. The D-Day invasion of the French coast of Normandy created a second front making Hitler face a war on two fronts. Paris is liberated two months later. 
	December 1944 – The Germans launch their final offensive in the West at the Battle of the Bulge. Hitler gambles that he can divide the Allied forces with his new King Tiger Tanks; however the Germans are forced to retreat one month later.

	August 1945 – The U.S. drops the first atomic bombs (Fat Boy and Little Boy) on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Japan surrenders a month later ending World War II.
	June 1941 – Hitler breaks his pact with Stalin and launches Operation Barbarossa and invades the Soviet Union (Russia) with three million men.
	December 7th 1941 – The Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor in Hawaii in an attempt to destroy the U.S. fleet. Hitler declares war on the United States.

	February 1945 – President Roosevelt (U.S.) Winston Churchill (Great Britain) and Josef Stalin meet at the Yalta Conference. They agreed to divide Germany into British, French, Soviet and American zones. They also agreed to allow Stalin to oversea the creation of new governments in Eastern Europe. 
	November 1945 – Nazi’s are put on trial in Nuremburg for “crimes against humanity”. Hitler was already dead, but several Nazi leaders were tried and hanged. Trials proved that leaders could be held responsible for their actions during war. 
	April  30th 1945 – The United Nations is created. The purpose of the United Nations is to provide a place for nations to discuss world problems and develop solutions. It was suppose to be an improved version of the failed League of Nations.

	
	
	


Pictures – Match the pictures to the dated events in order. Some events have two pictures. 
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