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[image: image3.png]Social policies. To Fascists, the
individual was unimportant except as a
member of the state. Men, women, and
children were bombarded with slogans
glorifying the state and Mussolini.
"Believe! Obey! Fight!" loudspeakers
blared and posters proclaimed. Men were
urged to be ruthless, selfless warriors for
the glory of Italy. "A minute on the
battlefield," they were told, "is worth a
lifetime of peace."

Women were called on to "win the battle
of motherhood." Those who bore more than
14 children were given a medal by 11 Duce
himself. Women were valued as wives and
mothers but not as workers. "Machines and
women," declared Mussolini, "are the two
major causes of unemployment.” Under the
Fascists, women were pushed out of paid
jobs or earned much less than men for the
same work.

Still, Mussolini expected women to Z make
sacrifices for the nation. He once
asked them to donate their gold wedding bands
to the treasury, handing out iron ones in
exchange. The iron symbolized their contribution
to a stronger nation.
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