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DID MAO ZEDONG'S CULTURAL REVOLUTION HELP OR HURT CHINA?

In 1966, Mao Zedong encouraged Chinese high school students to join the Red Guards and help
bring about changes in Chinese society.

Red Guard leader Wei: “My fellow Red Guards, today we are going to help our beloved country
by investigating reports that the local politician, Lo Fat, is corrupt. Since Chairman Mao has
encouraged us to expose this criminal, I am sure that will find plenty of evidence.

Red Guard Ying Lei: Yes, the Cultural Revolution has begun. Let us show that corrupt weasel,
Lo Fat, that Chairman Mao will not stand for corruption in our beloved China. Let's get him!!!

(Hundreds of Red Guards arrive at Lo Fat's residence, which occupied a large area. It had a fish
pound, a little bridge, as well as a flower garden. They enter and find Lo Fat, trembling with
fear)

Red Guard Leader Wei: Look at him, shaking with fear. Look at him, comrades. Have you
ever seen someone that looked more guilty than him? (Everyone shouts No!! ! 1)

Lo Fat: I am a loyal member of the Chinese Communist Party and a faithful Chinese
citizen. Why have you come into my house?

Red Guard leader WEI:_You are under arrest, you traitorous dog. You have betrayed Chairman
Mao by stealing from the people. You are obviously guilty and will be taken out and shot along
with your traitor wife and children.

Lo Fat: I have committed no crime. My family has worked very hard for everything here.
We have never stolen from our beloved Chinese citizens and comrades.

Red Guard leader Wei: Liar!!! (Slaps Lo Fat). Chairman Mao warned us that we would find evil
people like you. While you relax in your magnificent bathtub, or in one of your eight bedrooms,
your fellow citizens live in one-room huts. YOU ARE A CURSE ON THE CHINESE PEOPLE

Lo Fat: I repeat. I am not a criminal. Yes, in the past I have questioned whether Chairman Mao's
policies and programs were good for China, but that is all. Is it a crime for we, the people, to
question our leader?

Red Guard leader Wei: SCUM!!!! (Slaps Lo Fat) How dare you even question Chairman Mao,
hero of China!!! Most of China citizens have little or nothing. You have a huge house with many
fancy decorations. Therefore it is obvious that your are a corrupt politician who steals from the
people. You and your family will be immediately shot.
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Party in the past but I have not stolen from the people. You may kill me but I will die an innocent
man.

1. According to Red Guard Wei, what was the purpose of the Cultural Revolution?
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2. How did the Red Guards accomplish their goals?

3. Were the Red Guards qualified to judge whether Lo Fat was guilty or not? Why?

4. Why do you think Lo Fat was being arrested by the Red Guards?

5. Was there enough evidence to prove that Lo Fat was guilty of corruption? Why?

6. If Lo Fat was guilty of corruption, do you agree with the Red Guards' actions? Why?

7. What was Chairman Mao's "real” reason for starring the Cultural Revolution?

8. Would you have wanted to live in China during the Cultural Revolution? Why?

9. Would you have wanted to have belonged to the Red Guards? Why?




