Notes on Indian Independence and Partition
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Effects of World War II and eventual British Withdrawal

A. Self-government demanded as price of cooperation in World War II

B. All Congress party leaders arrested and imprisoned

C. Events of the 20™. Century, especially two world wars, weakened imperialistic
power in many parts of the world.

D. British promise of a constitution for an independent India after the war blocked
by Hindu-Muslim conflicts.

E. Independence of India and creation of Pakistan (East and West Pakistan) in
1947.

Adverse Co. sequences of the Partition of India Upon Both
Hin<1s and Muslims |

A. Forced resettlement of millions, with resulting poverty, famine, and disease
among the homeless.
1. thousands killed
. property lost or destroyed

B. Continuing civil strife throughout the subcontinent.

C. Unresolved territorial claims, causing rivalries that continue to this day
(Kashmir and Jammu; Panjab)
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British Rule.

A. Democratic Republic with Parliamentary government.
B. Federalism

C. Separation of church and state

Problems of Independent India

A. Cultural diversity may lead to conflict, although the reasons for conflict may
differ from place to place.

B. Unity in diversity versus realities of cultural differences.

C. Commitment of Indian leaders to unity of all elements.

Nehru - first prime minister

. Indira Gandhi - 1967

. Morarji Desai, Janata (People’s Party) — 1977

. Indira Gandhi - 1980

. Rajiv Gandhi - 1984
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