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[image: image2.png]WHY DID INDEPENDENCE LEAD WEST AND EAST PAKISTAN, 1947
TO-CIVIL WAR?

‘ * Capital

During Waorld War 1. the Indian people suffered from wide-
pread hunger. Discontent and disorder increased. When the war
nded, the British government decided to give India its inde-
rendence. But a serious difficulty arose. The great majority of the
ndian people followed the Hindu religion. However, a large
ninority of 100 million pcople were Moslems. They objected
trongly to being placed under Hindu rule. The Moslems lived
nainly in two sections of India, the east and the northwest. They
lemanded that these regions be made into a separate nation to
e named PAKISTAN.

Creat Britain agreed to this change and set a date for inde-
endence. Fighting soon broke out, however, between the Hindus
nd the Moslems. The two new nations were India and Pakistan.
"hey were born amid bitter civil war and great bloodshed, as the
oliowing passage describes. Why was this conflict a bad sign for
he future of India?
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[image: image3.png]The two new nations started off badly. In the capital cities,
rreat crowds celebrated independence. In Karachi the slogan
vas “Long Live Pakistan,” in Delhi, “Victory to India.” This
vas only a tiny part of the total response, which was savage
ind shocking. The violence that now took place was beyond
i}l that Indian, Pakistani, or British officials had feared.

In the West Punjab and the northwest frontier, Moslems
murdered Sikhs [a religious group derived from Hinduism| and
Hindus. In East Punjab and the Sikh states, Sikhs and Hindus
murdered Moslems. In parts of the United Provinces, Hindus
and Moslems murdered each other. In the border regions of
Jammu and Kashmir, Sikhs who had escaped from West Pakis-
tan spread violence. Peaceful villages suddenly became two
hostile camps. One group was trying to wipe out the other.
In the cities, especially in Lahore and Delhi, terrorism was
in control. Houses were fired, looting went unchecked, and
women were kidnapped. Massacres took place on the main
highways. The leaders of neither side could control the situa-
tion. :

The number of deaths by direct violence is unknown. Vari-
ous Americans and British worked at relief in the affected
areas. They have guessed that the deaths numbered more than
100,000, at the outside 200,000. Besides the deaths by vio-
lence, there were others from disease, hunger, and exposure,
for floods came at this time, too. The total may have come
close to half a million.

A result of the violence was mass migration. Fearful Hindus
and Sikhs left the West Punjab. Moslems left the East Punjab
and nearby regions of the United Provinces. There is probably
not a Sikh left today in Western Pakistan, and few Hindus.
Many Moslems left India. The migration continued for
months. The total number of migrants both ways is set dowfi2
at 12 mill'ion. This is the greatest movement of population

THINKING T THROUGH

1. The Hindus and the Moslems of India considered themselves
as two different peoples. Why did they fee! this strong ditfer-
ence?

2. Should the two Indian peoples have been divided into two
separate nations, as the British agreed to do? Why or why not?

3. Might anything have been done to prevent the rioting and
migrations that followed the division? Expfain.

4. In recent years, the disagreements between India and its
neighbor Pakistan have erupted in several wars. Do you think
the two nations will ever become friendly neighbors? Explain.




