Global III 







Name: ____________________

Directions: Read the play and respond to the questions. (Andre, Dad, Cousin Rolf)

Why did German people not stop Hitler and the Nazis? 
	Background: It was the summer of 1938, and the Nazi Party was taking absolute control in Germany. Many laws existed to control the German people, such as making it required to be in the Nazi party, all young people had to join the Hitler Youth (a Nazi organization for those 14-18 years old). Other new laws restricted the freedoms of Jewish people. 

The Scene: In the summer of 1938, Andre was 12 years old, and had come home from a required Hitler Youth meeting and talked to his family.

Andre: Hey Dad, we were told at the Hitler Youth meeting that we are supposed to throw rocks at Jewish shops and stores tomorrow.

Dad: Do you think that is the right thing to do?

Andre: I have no problem with Jewish people, but Hitler says they cause all of the problems of Germany: they made us lose World War One, they are all Communists, they are the reason we have no jobs or money. Hitler says they are taking over Germany and the world, so I guess it’s true?

Cousin Rolf: What would happen if you did not go?

Andre: Everyone in the town would think we are not with Hitler. Maybe the secret police [Gestapo] will arrest me! There are informers everywhere who will tell on me and maybe I’ll be shot and killed!

Mom: Hitler says not to use Jewish doctors and lawyers; he has fired all Jewish teachers and newspaper reporters. Hitler says don’t buy things produced by Jewish companies. 

Dad: And what would happen if you do go and hurt people who did nothing to you?
Andre: Well, if I go and throw rocks at Jewish people I’ll feel bad for hating for no reason. Hitler says that Jewish people are responsible for everything bad. At the Hitler Youth meeting they said that all Jewish people need to leave Germany right away.

Cousin Rolf: We should leave Germany as soon as possible. We Germans just wanted peace, jobs, and a normal life, but the Führer [leader] Hitler is creating a nation of haters. All men have to go to the army, kids are brainwashed in the Hitler Youth, and the Gestapo secret police are everywhere.

Dad: Then it is decided. We will all leave Germany tomorrow for America, where people do not have the government control their lives like under Hitler!

They left Germany the next day, never to return.
	Question: How was life in Nazi Germany different than life in a democracy?



	
	Question: What do you think young people learned in Hitler Youth?


	
	Question: What does Hitler blame on Jewish people?


	
	Question: What methods did the Nazis use to make sure everyone did what the Nazis wanted?


	
	Question: What restrictions were placed on Jews in Germany?


	
	Question: What did Hitler want Jewish people to do?


	
	Question: If you were a part of Andre’s family, what would you do? Why? (Be honest!!!)



